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a licence signed by the Governor, and none was allowed to
carry pepper. As for the merchants of Calicut, they sailed
at the peril of their lives. The popper trade was so profitable
that men risked anything to get to the Rod Sea, but it was
very difficult with the ships of Portugal on constant patrol.

This supremacy was maintained by two separate squad-
rons: the "Armada da India", which did duty between
Ceylon and the Gulf of Cambay, and the " Armada da Costa
d'alcm" (fleet of the shore beyond) which functioned from
Gujarat to Guardafui. Duarto do Lomos, the tallest man
in Portugal and celebrated lor the length of his front teeth,
had succeeded to Albuquerque's late command, and with
a few worm-eaten ships was cruising between Socotra and
the Arabian coast. The captain of " the shore beyond"
was very much his own master, though, he was vaguely
under the jurisdiction of the Governor of India, but the
fleet of India naturally came under the latlcr's direct control.
This squadron consisted chielly of ships that could not be
expected to survive the voyage homo. They were patched
tip as well as possible at Cochin, but their seaworthiness was
often no more than relative. At the time thai: Albuquerque
took command the whole armada, was still much the worse
for IX Francisco's famous battle. To put: it all to rights was
therefore his first task, which lie engaged in with his accus-
tomed speed.

With the functions of admiral of the licet the Governor
combined those of supremo military commander, The
organization of lighting forces was still very different from
what it is to-day. Each captain liked to have his own fol-
lowing selected by himself, though all wore paid by the
King. These men rallied round their leader in battle, accom-
panied him when he walked abroad, and usually ate at his
table. They were mostly men of superior birth and social
status, but with the Marshal's fleet numbers had come out
whose origin was frankly low, and it offended the captains'
aristocratic taste to have such vulgar people in their
environment. The poor wretches were therefore left to